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CARRINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL


Hornets / Knights Team - Science

7TH GRADE…2019-2020

Course:
Science: Human Body, Cells, Genetics/Heredity, Forces/Motion/Energy, and Weather /Atmosphere.
Instructor:
Ms. Audrey Garris, National Board Certified Teacher
7th Grade, Hornets / Knights Teams






Room A-3
Email Address: Audrey.Garris@dpsnc.net
(919) 560-3916 Ext. 16331 (work)


Schoolwide Expectations:




Team Behavior Interventions:
G
Golden Rule




#1: Silent Lunch & Teacher/Student Conference
R
Respectful




#2: Student Time Out/Refocus & Parent Contact
R
Responsible




#3: After School Detention & Parent Contact
R
Ready





#4: Office Referral
**Please note that I add one more “R” to the expectations and it represents “Really Careful.”  As we are in a lab setting and could have chemicals and such present, it is important that students not have things in the mouth – gum, candy, water, pencils, pens, fingers, paper…anything!  I will give a general warning, but will move to silent lunch for those not following this expectation.
Required Class Items:
Please bring the following items to class with you EVERY DAY:

To have/keep at home:
· Three ring binder






- Scissors
· Pencils – multiple and/or pencil sharpener



- Glue or glue stick
· Pen (blue or black)






- Colored pencils/crayons
· Notebook Paper (loose-leaf)
· Hornets / Knights Pass Page (we will issue these)
Please do not come into class and ask to return to your locker. It is your responsibility to remember these items. Please do not leave your books or personal belongings in my class as well. If they are left, they will be sent to lost and found.

Evaluation:


Tests




15%


Quizzes




20%


Classwork/Participation


25%


Homework



10%

Labs/Projects



30%
Tests: 

Major unit tests will be announced at least four days in advance. Studying is necessary. I encourage students to begin studying three to four nights prior to the test date. Do not wait until the night prior to cram!

Quizzes:
We will have quizzes on weeks when there is not a scheduled test. Quizzes may include current content being studied or vocabulary to reinforce our learning.
Classwork and Participation: 

In this class, you will be expected to challenge yourself and do your very best each day on each assignment. Class work grades will be composed of individual assignments and partner activities.

Warm Ups are an important part of class work and are how we begin each class period. The procedure is: 
1. Enter class quietly.

2. Sharpen pencil if needed, and immediately begin the assignment (warm up) on the Activboard or display screen.
3. Approximately five minutes will be given to begin and/or complete the warm up. It is important to USE YOUR TIME WISELY, as warm up time is not social time.

Exit Slips will reflect warm ups and act as a formative assessment for the day. On some days, exit slips will focus on the learning goal for the next class period.

Warm Ups and Exit Slips will be completed on ONE PAGE of paper weekly. Warm ups will be completed on the front of the paper and exit slips on the back. Students will keep this page until Friday, when Ms. Garris will collect for a class work grade. 

If a student is absent, (s)he is required to get the missed work from the period missed AND any warm ups and exit slips missed. 

Lab Experiments/Projects:

1. LISTEN closely to instructions, then move to your partner or group quickly and quietly when told to do so. Be willing to work with new people. 
2. READ all procedures before beginning. Ask questions to each other and to Ms. Garris, especially if there is a part you do not understand, but try to find answers – don’t just expect them to magically appear!
3. Assign roles if appropriate. When given permission, one person can retrieve necessary materials. Please do so in an orderly manner – NO HORSEPLAY!

4. Everyone must participate. Smile, be friendly, and use positive body language.

5. Remember to monitor your volume, and stay focused on the task. Stay with your partner or group through the entire activity. You do not need to be visiting other groups or friends during this time.

6. Follow directions throughout the activity. Make sure you acknowledge any SAFETY PROCEDURES that need to be followed, as well. (If goggles are required, please keep them on your EYES during the experiment.)

7. Make sure to RESPECT all items loaned to you for group work, packing up items, securing tops when needed, and returning them to their proper places (i.e. class markers, scissors, glue, beakers, etc.). Always help in cleaning up and putting the room back to how it looked when we started! Do not leave one group member to clean everything up.

** Safety is my primary goal within the classroom and especially during labs. Absolutely no horseplay or actions that endanger a student or piece of property will be tolerated. If a situation does occur, the student will be removed from the room and given an alternative assignment to complete during all other “lab” activities. 

Homework: 
Homework is an extension of what we are learning in class. It is a great way to review and reinforce main ideas. I encourage parents to check agenda books, use the REMIND texting feature, and visit the team web page (http://cmscharlottehornetsteam7.weebly.com/) or my section of the team page (http://cmscharlottehornetsteam7.weebly.com/msgarris---science.html) for any homework assignments nightly. 
· Homework must be turned in the day it is due. The student will be penalized for late work. 
· I will not accept the excuse “I did not understand.” I want to see an attempt from all students. If you truly do not understand, come see me in the morning with questions!

Tutoring/Extra Help:

I will be in my classroom every morning starting at 7 am. If you have a question about class, homework, or need help studying for an upcoming quiz or test, please do not hesitate to come see me! You may also stay after school until 3:00 PM for tutoring.  I will be available most days, but please ask ahead of time as I may be needed at an after school meeting.  PLEASE DO NOT FEEL EMBARRASSED TO ASK FOR HELP!
Electronic Devices:

As the Carrington Student Handbook states, electronic devices are not permitted to be “ON” during school hours of 7:00 am until 2:30 pm. Any electronic device that is visible will be taken from the student and turned in to the front office for a parent or guardian to pick up. (This is school policy.) We ask that parents help us keep the focus on the learning environment by promoting the policy as well as not texting their child during the school day. If a parent needs to contact a student, please call the front office and they can relay the message.
Textbooks:

Textbooks are available for use within the classroom.  We also have an online version of our textbook which is FREE to access.  All students have a Google account through Durham Public Schools and can access their “dashboard” when they log in.  The McGraw-Hill science textbook is linked through a red icon/app for the company.  Students who need to have a textbook at home may check one out from me each afternoon or speak with our administration.  Please note that students who damage or lose a textbook (while at school or off-campus) will be held responsible for the cost of replacing that text.  The current book is about $55.00 (or more).  We would rather have a usable book than to charge folks such a high fee.
I look forward to a year filled with academic success and growth. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns (Audrey.Garris@dpsnc.net or 919-560-3916 ext. 16331).
Sincerely,

Mrs. Garris
---Please do NOT cut this portion.  I will simply check and return so you can put it on your fridge! ----
I have read and understand the above procedures. I will try my best to follow all expectations to my fullest ability at all times. I have also explained these expectations and procedures to my parent/guardian, so that they can help me reach my goals in this class.

____________________________________

______________________________________

Student Signature





Parent Signature

____________________________________

______________________________________

Parent Phone






Parent Email
PLEASE RETURN TO MRS. GARRIS by Friday, Aug.30, 2019. Thanks!
PARENT HOMEWORK:

Please fill in the Parent Contact Information Form (online).  If you are unsure if you’ve done this, it’s okay to repeat!  If you need the link, please visit our webpage (http://cmscharlottehornetsteam7.weebly.com/) or email me and I will forward the link to you.  I NEED your email address!!! 
Audrey.Garris@dpsnc.net
Hornets / KnightsTeam Information Sheet
Quick Reference
Teacher Contact Information  

	Teacher
	Subject
	Email
	Phone Extension
	Team

	Mrs. Garris
	Science
	Audrey.Garris@dpsnc.net
	16331
	Hornets/Knights

	Mrs. Kidwell
	Social Studies
	Taylor.Kidwell@dpsnc.net
	
	Hornets/Knights

	Ms. Gitsis
	ELA
	Isana.Gitsis@dpsnc.net
	16330
	Hornets

	Mrs. Miller
	ELA
	Jaime.Miller@dpsnc.net
	16351
	Knights

	Mrs.Damacus
	Math
	Oana.Damacus@dpsnc.net
	
	Hornets

	Mrs. Grant
	Math
	Medecia.Grant@dpsnc.net
	16341
	Knights

	Mrs. Dailey
	EC/Math
	Vallarie.Dailey@dpsnc.net
	16339
	Support

	Mr. Scarboro
	EC/ELA
	Randy.Scarboro@dpsnc.net
	16
	Support

	Mrs. Johnson
	  Counselor
	Rasheeda.Johnson@dpsnc.net
	16242
	Support

	Mrs.McDonnell
	7th grade AP
	JoEllen.McDonnell@dpsnc.net
	16235
	Support


Team Rules and Interventions – Please note that warnings are given first.

Rules




Interventions

Golden Rule



#1- Silent Lunch & Teacher/Student Conference



Ready




#2- Student Time Out/Refocus & Parent Contact


Responsible



#3- After School Detention & Parent Contact


Respectful



#4- Office Referral

Homework and Team Updates

Carrington website:  https://www.dpsnc.net/Page/71
Hornets Team website: http://cmscharlottehornetsteam7.weebly.com/
Knights Team website: https://cms-charlotteknights.weebly.com/
Remind:

**Remind is an app that will send a text or an email to your phone as a brief reminder of upcoming events or homework. 

· From your iPhone or Android, open your web browser and go to the following link: rmd.at/hornetscms . You will follow instructions to sign up and download the app.
· If you don’t have a smartphone and would like to get text messages, just test “@hornetscms” (for example) to 81010.  If you’re having trouble with 81010, try texting to (803) 746-6058.

· If you don’t have a phone, go to rmd.at/hornetscms on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications. 

**The same steps apply for the Knights team using: @cknights7
